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'NEWS FROM THE
SEAT OF WAR,

Lord RobertsAgain Capable of Un-
dertaking the General Advnce.

BRITISH OCCUPY BRANDFORT.

The I'assnge of the Yanl Carrled at Ware-
renton Sor hy Hritish Without Opposi-
tion-ThoBoersineMectunlly Bombarded
Brandlord—Britlsh Fall to Identify mov=

“Ing Column of loers Caplurod Boers to

o Sent to Ceylon

Key

Regorded as an Iin-

portant to  the Dradensborg

Tassos,

(Bv Telegraph to Virginlan-Pllot)

London, May §—4:05 a, m—The
Mounted Infantry with Lord Roberts,
among whom are the Canadians, have
pleketed thelr horaes on the south bank
of the Vet river, elgliteen mlles north
of Brandfort. ‘The head of %Lord
Robarty' columuns has thus advanczed
thirly-two mlles from Maree Siding In
two days, or fifty-three miles north of
Bloemfontein.

Little powder was spent, The British
work was hard marching, the Boers re-
tirlng out of the reach of the British
shells, The correspondent supplements
Lord loberty' plain stalements with a
few detalls, As General Hutton, with
the Flest Mounted Infuntry Brigade,
drew near Brandfort, he saw n Khakl
elad body of troops ahead of hilin,  He
Was surp . but thought they must
be British, Boon, however, they openmd
fire unben  the KHritlsh, who replicd
heavily, They were the Irlsh-American
brigade from Lomrenzo Muarques, and It
s veobried that the Irishilost severaly.

The Bocor flag was {ylog over Braned-
fort as the 1 sh ente the town.
Beverul Britlsh wounded were found in
the hospltal. The Boer bostmuster gave
up the Keys of the publie bulldings to
Cuptain Roas,

Laord Kitchener arrived at Brandfort
at nuon and Lord Roberts at dusl,

LONDON GREATLY CHEERIED.

General French's cavalry nre BWeep-
Ing the country norihward, The ox-
pectntion ls that the infanivy advance
Wil he continued toward Kroonstad fm-
mediately, Althaough ne prisoners were
taken und palthough no hot pursuit was
attempted the news greatly cheers Lon-

cdon,  Neverthel it has not been re-
ceived with the tine ravture that at-
tended the Nrst successes of Lord
Ruberis,

General Hunters' crossing the Vaal at
Wind=orton bringa the relief of 3afo-
King, 195 ond, nlmoest within a
calewiable in It 18 now regarded
a8 quite pozsible that Mafeking may be
succored betore (La gesen's birthday.

The debzue In) parliament on the
Splen Kop dispetehies provided a dls-

appointment to the suunorters of the
Government, The ministerial papers

confess to a certain pmount of Incon-
sistency and weaknees in the  state-
ments of the spokesmen of the Govern-
ment. On the other hand, as the Stan-
dard noints out, the opposltlon pro-
fess Lo be well satisfied with the de-
bite, a8 they believe it has injured the
government and has rendered Lord
ensdowne's. continuance at the War
OMee dithoult.

fnder Lord Methuen, and the extreme

unable to tell whether they were friend
ar enemy until they had disappeared
In a hollow a few mllea nway when
they proved to be a Boer commando.

BOER PRISONERS EXPECTED.

Colombo, Ceylon, May 4.—It 18 ox-
pected that a batch of Boer prlsoners
will be sent here. The dmperial govs-
eroment has approached the Ceylon
authoritles on the subject, and has ask-
ed them to suggest a good site for a
camp.

BOERS SHIFT GUNS,

Ladysmith, May 4.—-The Beers have
shifted their guns on the range of hills
facing the British in front of Elande-
langte and have posted a long tom on
a hill in the direction of Weszeols Nek.

INDISCRIMINATE SHELLING.

Thaba N'Chu, May 4—The Boors
have evacuated Thaba N'Chu hill and
are believed Lo be still trekking, though
one gun has shelled the camp (ndis-
criminately, Scouts report that some
of the Boers retired toward Wepener.
They nhalleve the Boore evacuated the
position during the nlght, trekking
northwardly in three dlrections,

BRABANT EXPECTED,

General French left to-day. General
Rundle Is in eammuand here. It la ex-
pected that General Brabant will effect
a junction at any moment,

BRANDIFORT OCCUPIED.

London, May 4.—News of Lhe OerupL-
tlon of Brandfort was issued by the
War Office at 10 o'clock this morning,
contlrming Lhe Associated Presa news.
It is generally considered the most Im-
partant eommunlication recoived from
the front sinee the eanture of General
Cronje and the relief of Ladysmith,

AN IMPORTANT KIBY.

The nosition glves the key to one of
the main ronds lending to the Drakens-
Lierg piassen, whis possibiy may be the
means of co-o ation with CGeneral
Buller Iater wovides an advance
. ete, and at the snme
time mensces the Boers now southoenst
of Bloemtontein,

The Boer ariny which Is at Brandfort,
commanded by Gencral Delarey, Is
npresumon b etiving on Winburg, which
will Possibly be the next immedinte ob-
Jective of the British.

Bramifort, thirtv-five
the Prinsvanl ¢
Roberts' hendqgu

ROBERTS GENERAL ADVANCE

What particularly gratifies the Dri-
lish public s the evidence that the
1t of Lord Roberts in the Orange
Free Stute has recovered It ability and
Is again capable of underinking the
general advance, so long retarded. It
hurdly exbected tha Boers will munlee
much of a stand south of Kroonstacdy
und possibly not there if Lord IRobertsd
eeds In ecapturing Winburg, thus

awinge beiween the main federnl
army and the Boer forces (n the nelgh-
horhgod of Thaba N'Chu and Houtnel
In which case the latter would bo fore-
cd to move far to the castward in
which direction their mability would
probably enable them to rewch the
Bothieheny and Harrlsmith  line of
safery. The only oppesition which the
British encountered at Brandfort seems
to have come from the lrish-Amerlcan
conumanid,

The central British army is now In
lne with the extreme left at Bosher,

milas nearer
i now Lord

riight ot

Elandsizagte, under General
Bullir,

20 that movemenis of these
winga in co-oneration with the arm
may =hortly e expected.

Londen, May 4.—Lord Hoberts veport
to the War Ofttce Muy 3, on the occu-
pation of Hrandfort follows:

“We occupied Brandfort to-day with-
aut much onvosition and without, 1
hope, many casulities. The first brigade
of Mounted Infantry covered the left
fHlanlk of the Hth brigade of the Tih DI-
vision, nnd the right flank was support-
wd by the i6th brigade, Pole-Carew’s di-
vislon advanced directly on Brandfort,
The Boer army, which was under com-

OUR MEN IN
THE PHILIPPINES.

General Otis Again Cables Wash-
ington About Pacification,

HE SIGHTS END OF THE WAR.

He Reports the Capture of Arvtillery, Rifles,
Ammunitlon and o lnrgo Quantity of
Stores, Iint Omits Yarticulars of the
Snmar  Disasier—Filipinos fHave last
Nearly Two

Thousand Killed

Wounded and Captured He says that

mon,

the Leading Fllipinos are now Surren-

dering. 4

{By Tclegraph to Virglnian-Pilot.)
Washington, 10, C., May 4.—The War
Department to-day recelved the follow-
Ing report from General Otls:
“Alanila, May 4, 1200.
"Aprll eaplures from eneiny, 30 pleces
artillery, 1,209 rifies, considerable am-
munition and large stores property.
During early portion of the month the
enemy was active In extreme northern
and southern Luzon and some Viseaynn
Islands. Our revorted losses for the

NOTABLE DAY
IN SENATE.

Army Organization ‘Bill Amended
And Passed Without Division.

SOME OF ITS PROVISIONS,

The Measnre Practically Revolutionizes
The Present Stall Avenngement of the
Avmy Tho Corps of Cndels Inerensed —
'rovislon for a Velerinary Corps—The
Grudo of Liculenant-General revived -
A Chaplain for Exch Cavalry Hegiment
=Tho House Makes 'rogress wilh tle

Sundry Civil Approprintion Bill,

(By Telepranh to Virglninn-Pliot)

Washington, May 4—To-dny’'s session
of the Scnate was rendercd especlally
noteble by the passage, after o debate
lasting only three hours, of the army
reorganizatien Bk dn milltury clreles
the measure Is.regarded as one of the
most important of the present seasion.
It nractieally revolutionizes the présent
stedt -arrangements of the army., il
proposes to change the present sys=stem
of permanent appeintments In pertaln

Wepener ls to B garrisoned WITH &
Strong foree from General Chermside's
division, commanded by Lord Castle-
town.

Henry W. Lucy, writing in the Daily
News, snys he has ascertained that Sir
Alfred Milner's letter agalnst ladies
visiting South Africn was written as
the result of an Intimation from Queen
Victorin,

OTHER REPORTS.

Leondon, May 4—11:10 p, m.—The War
Cflice this evening issued the followlng
fram Tord Roberts, dated Bloemfon-
teln, TFriday, May 4: "“The mounted
Infantry have gone on to the Vet river.
The rest of the force will march there

to-morrow. The railway has been re-
palred to this,
“Hunler reports very satiafactory

news, that Lhe passage of the Vaal has
been carried at Windsorton without op-
positlon.*

SMITHFIELD OCCUPIED,

Allwal North, Cape Colony, May 4. —
Bmithiield wasg oceupled yesterday by
General Hart's brigade. Out of the 150
Eoers In the town 25 were capturyd and
the rest decamped,

Ladybrand was recently full of Bhner
wounded, who have now been removed
to Ficksburg,

BFFECTUAL BOMBARDMENT.

A British 6-Inch wire gun opened un-
expectedly on the Doer langer yester-
day at o distance of seven and a half
miles, throwing hundred-pound shells
with wonderful accuracy, and causing
a hasly retreat of the burghers. The
bombardment eontinued to-day at all
polnts by howitzers and field guns,
supported by two companies of the
Munster regiment, the Hoers belng
driven from shelter and their guns be-
Ing put out of actlon.
FAILURE TO IDENTIFY.

Brabant's Camp, Tuesday, May 1.—
(By runner to Mafekingl—Brabant's
division now oceuples a strong posi-
tlon on a range of hills on the Lady-
brand rond about twenty miles from
Wepener, The troops are confronted
by a large force of Boers, who recent-
1y occupled Wepener and who have
now been located in the mountain
known in the I'ree State as Zwartla-
berg.

This morning the Borderers Horse,
under Colone! Maxwell, came In con-
tact with the Boer outposts, but re-
turned to eamp @fter locating the en-
emy. Later A group of five hundred
Boers wasa discovered marching past
the Boer position, but the British were

mand of Deldiicy, TCUTEO 1M I North-
casterly direction,
SUFFOLK REGIMENT DISASTER.
London, May 4.—The Gazette this
evening containg General French's re-
port of the disaster to the Suffolk Regl-
ment, January 5 which he attributes
entirely Lo the fact that a majority of
the four companies of the regiment en-
wagod were seized with panle and re-
tired. ¥le pays high tribute to the offi-
cers of the regiment and the men who
remalined with them,

SENSATIONAL HOMICIDE.

A BAPTIST PREACHER KILLS
STENOGRAPHEILR,

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pllot)

Chatleston, 8. €., May 4.—One of the
most sensational homicldes in the his-
tory of Bamberg, this State, occurred
there this morning at 10 o'clock, when
1tev. k. Johason, pustor of the Bapilst
Church, saot and almost fnstantly kill-
od W, T. Bellinger, stenographer of this
sudiclul district.

Trowbls hetween the two besan yes-
terday over the painting of o line fence
Letween the premises of John I Bel-
Hnger, fatner of the decensed, and the
Baptist parsanage, et which it is sald
hot words wore pagsed and a pistol was
drawn by Bellinger.

Thia moerning as young Dellinger wan
veturning from the pestoffice to  his
father's residence Hev. Johnson, armed
with a2 doubls-barrelled shot gun, ac-
vosted him in front of the Carlisle Fit-
ting School. A few words passed, a
few shols were eéxchanged and young
Beilinger lay dying on the ground with
o smoking pistol in his right hand.

After the shooting occurred Rev,
Johnson walked quietly into his home
unhurt, and remained there until about
1 o'clock, when he went down to the
jail nad surrendered to Sheriff Hunter.

As to how the affalr started this
morning, and as to who shot Arst, there
fa conslderable diversity of opinion, but
it 1s generally cluimed that Eellinger
tghot firat, and that Rev. Johngon only
shot once, Rellinger's pistol had four
emply chambers, and hie probably shot
four times, twice at least after he had
fallen mortally wounded, Bellinger
wias struck In the right glde by twelve
buckshot and elght small shoi, which
penetrated his lungs and liver, causing
almost Instant death.

The familles connected with the un-
fortunaté affalr are two of the most

A

prominent and iInfluential In the town,

GENERAL BOTHA, WHO IS CONDUCTING TILE FIGHT

AGAINST

LORD ROBERTS IN PERSON,

The main Doer army is now in the Oiange Free State, dispating the north-

ward advauce of General Lord Roberts' horde of soldiers,

The HBuer operiations

near Blacmfonloin, which have been remarkably suecessfol thus tar when the dis-
parity in the numbers of the contending armies is consilerad, are Iming conducts
ed in person by Commandsut General Lonis Botha, who gucceedog the lute Gene
eral Joubert s the senior officer of the united Vransvaal and Orange Free Sinte

armies. |
Yaanl Krautz and Splon Kop.

Botha was in command of the Boer forces

thnt rep

lied Bulbler at

month 12 enlisted men killad, 3 ofiicers,
24 entisted men wounded; rumored re-
eent loss In Samar of 19 killed and
number wounded not yet reported.
This Is due to emall
scouling In mountains {n the Interlor
of the island. 'The enemy losses offi-
clally reported were 1,721 killed, wound-
ed and cantured. Ieading Filipinos
express confidence {n the early pacifica-
tlon of the islands. Thoy sny the war
has  terminated. - Leading Insurgents
are surrendering. OTI8."

A Weeks' Bank Clearings.
(By Telegraph to Virminan-Pllot)

New York, May 4.—Total bank clear-
Ings at the principal elties of the United
States for the week ending Moy 3 were
$1,845,882,647, a decreuse of 14.5 per cent,

Outsalde of New York City, $687,105,711,
n decreage of 3.6 per cent,

detachments |

stGll corps to one of detall by & gradual
Irocess s the offic v In those
Lorpa go out of netlvg s 4 An va-
cancies oecur in depariments of the
ant General, the Inapecior (ien-
Quartermaster General and Com-

ry General they ars to b filled hy
ctalls from the line, the detalls to be
temporury, and not e ing fuur
yenrs,

The new eystem I8 not ppplied to the
Corps of Englnesrs, Medical Deprrt-
ment, Pay Department, nor Juds Ad=
vovnte General's Ie I
diseontinues the i
tlon of artllery, and establishes an ar-
tllery corps of two branches, viz: 176
hattevies of coast artillery and 18 bat-
teriea of feld artillery, with a total of
W8,

ntal exy

CORFS OF CADETS.

The blil provides for an Increasa of
100 In the corps. of cadets nt West
Polnt, two at large from each Stute,
and {en more to the prosent numbey of
tventy from the Unlted States at large.
Two of the most Important provisions
of the bill are those raising the rank of

the commanding general of the army
to that of Heutenant general, and that
of the adjutant gen 1 to major gen-
ernl, the latter bel luring the Jn-
cumbency of the present Adjutant Gen-
ernl, General Corbln., The President
is empowered to place on the retlied
Ity any officer who hing been suspend-
ad from duty by ssntlence of court-mar-
tial, or by executive order in mitign-
tion of such sentence, for a pariod ex-
tepding to or within one year of the
time of his compulzory retirement for
g This s well @ ratond to apply
to Commissary Genornl Bagan.

A VETERINARY CORPS.

An amendmeont oreat'ng a volerinary
corpz of the army consisting of a Col-
onel and 36 cther ceommivsioned officers
was alttached to the Lill r o spirited
debate, the nmendment belng adopted
hy vole of 25 to
3 fortifieations

inrn  bill

earrying about 7 ssed,
POSTOFFICE I
Mr., Woloott reported the postofice

appraprintion bill and gave novlce he
would eall it up on the 16th fnstant.
My, Teller pave notlce he would call
ity his resolutlon exprosal sympnthy
for tha Boers after routine business fo-
W, The army re-organizition bill

was then called up.
Mre. Tiilman (South Carolina) moved
thiat the 1 i the mens-
as follows:

Ure Ho nmo:
| LIEUTENANT GENERAL

| “That the sendor Major-Genernl eom-
manding the arimy £hall have the rank,
ipay and allowances of n Licutenunt-
Ilh-m'r:il, and his perssonanl st shall
Ihave the rank, pay and allownmses nu-
|thorized for the staff of Licufenant-
Goeneral.!”

The amendment praposad by Mr. Till-
man had the effect of striking out the
provislon: making the s=cotion’ apply
only 1o Genegral Miles, the pres nt Com-
mander of the army. 1t was agreed to,

Mr. Berry (Arkansas) moved to sirike
out the sectlon as amended,

Botes (Tennuessos) also ablected
inerease of rank, this tendomey Lo
sh the atrenpgth of the army,

Sewell poluted out that the Cons
had 19 Licut-nant-Generals

H

fhaie

anl eipht ull Geterals, and sall that
any. Eurogenn army of our p esent
would have two Lieutenant-

15 and one tull General.
MOTION DEFEATED,

The motlon wag defesied 8 to 44 as
follows:
Yens—Hiate, Berry

Butler Clay, Cul-

+ Vezrt—S§,
1, Baker, Bared,
Cockrell, Davis,
3 auks, YForsker,
Fogwer, Thrye, Gal v, Gear, Hale,
Hensbroueh,  Far Hawley, Iloar,

L Kyls, Lindsay,
1, Nolson, Per-
Platy (Conuec-
Bawline, Rous,
rwart, Teller,

Jonea (Nevada), £
Tadge, McComus, My
kine, w, Pottus,
or, Quarles
lun, Sinon,
ton, Wolcott—44.
Kenney, of Ddlnware, offered an
croating o veterinary corps
¢ ndvogated o adoption,
‘roator presentod o lettor from
ey of War whilch argued
tinst the'amendment,  The
et was nrrecd to—20 to 23,
CHAPLAINS DROVIDED,
Mr. Sewall offered an amendment;
hich waa Lo, providing for one
haplain for én vivitlry  rogiment,
with the rank, pay amnd allowances .u‘i
i ocoabindn mourted; and (o each in- |
fnniry reranent with Yhe rank, pay and |
flewan or Infantry.
Ereowis ce of vost chnp- |
1= abollshed,
mmls-
t

i

& ¥
aulres chnplaing |
ra old and to estab.

1o e at !
Hzh fite 3 v
Tie bill 8 amendod was répoited to
i were

passed

f Wits
withont division,

FORTIFICATIONS,

Mr, Forking then cullod un the forti-

fleatlons appropriation bill, and it was |

resl for on Ag revoried, it

curicles erEe of 640,140

ndent,

ave O mnount g by the House,
enimmit ndments  svera
to. A nt ofilored by
n Y irtional  pay-

1ite gun car-
8 and ammuni s figreed o,
it ns amend-
X bill was pos
1 for the 1
ton  thereon
Durham, N- €.
At 5:15 n. m,
tHi Monday,

TIHE HOL

ihe

senite adjourned

W Elon, May 4.
Ladr wress to-day
wivil
of the

of the
tee Lo

members
oripnle

ividl eommit-
td geodetic
survey In retallation for the refusn
the Houvge to agees tp their  recom
mendntion, when (e aavid bl was ba-
fore the Mouse, to the v of
the waters of our Insular p £sions
in the hands of the navy, They tried to
gtrike out the Hem In the i authariz-
e the const survey survey the
consits In' the !

States but w
polnt of o
for tho surye
printion of $152.745
urvey vegzsals hut thi
tion went mek in

nn appro-
efillatesd men on
tter Appropria-
mill In anothar

form.

An amendment s adonted ' to In-
creass the pay of 4 'men at life
Baving stations to il rmorate of

-i;iﬁ a4 month,
AMr. Dayton

goodetin supves

survey of the ¢

diction of the Tn
v

re-opened

tlie controversy  on
t2 the appropria-
aguin vieiorious,
ment being defeated

Hong commities w
Mr, Dayton's amen
withoeut division.
The members of the Naval committee
eontinued their fight. While they were
olit-voted upon every occaston when the
question was submitted to the Houae

Continued on Page 6,

OUR RICHMOND
CORRESPONDENCE

A Lady Murdered and Her Re-
mains Cremated in Halifax,

PARTICULARS OF THE AFFAIR.

—

Robbery is Supposed to Have Deon the
AMotive of the Autlor of the Crimes
=State Chalrman Ellyson Working for
the Constitutlonal Conventlon-Repub-
lleans nre Manlfesting Littlo Interest in
tho Questlon-The Case of School Super-
intendent Green—Approaching Nups
tinls Reov, My, Rlddick's Case.

{Special to Virginian-Pllot.)

Richmond, Va., May 4.—Information
wins recelved here to-day of a most
shocking oceurrence near Vernon Hill,
Hallfax county. Mrs, Lucindie Harrls,
an uged lady of that place, was mur-
deéred and her remains aimost com-
pletely consumed Ly flra. Mrs, Harrls,
who was a pensloner, her husband

having belonged o the Northermarmy ———

wis very peculalr, and lived all a‘one
In a small house, Her Income was
more than sufticient to supply her needsa
and she snved a considernble amount
of monsy,

It was said that sho had at least
£1.000 In gold, sllver and greenbncks,
which she kept hid in her roons This
s supposed to have been the motive for
the murder. A quantity of melted gold
wias found nenr the body. No trace has
yet been found of the murderers, al-
though en nctive seanch has been made.

THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVEN-
TION.

State Chalrman J. Taylor Ellyaon la
vreparving to send out letters notifying
the Demoerats that the Consttutlonal
Conyentlon has been made a party
isaue.  Mr, Ellyson will work hard to
get out & good vote on the day of elec-
tion, and Is confident that the conven-
tion will be ordered,

Ths ndvecates of convention in ihls
ety elalm thut Richmond will go for it
by a large majority, The Republicans
here are taking lttle interast In the

question and very few of them will
vole,

SUPERINTENDENT GUNN'S CASE.

The case of SBuperintendent Gunn, of
the Radford Public Bchools, against
whom charges wera preferred  asma
time ago, and who left Radford, cams
up this morning before the State Boarid
of Education. Sonie evidence was taken
the noturs of which wus not disclosed,
after which the matter was postponed
to setne future date, for Lhe purposs, It
fg #ald, of obtalning other testimony. Jt
Is hinted that there will Ba some sen-
sationnl disclasures.

AFPPROACHING MARRIAGE.

The appreaching marriage 13 announ-
ced of AMizs Mory Luck and Mr. IR
Ceell Garlick, Miss Luck & 'a grand-
daughter of Mr. B. A, Lancaster and
the cervmony, which takes place  Wed-
neadiay next, will be an event in Rich-
mond society.

REV, M. RIDDICK'S CASHE.

Mr. W. S, Poage, one of the counsel
for Rev. J, B, R, Riddick, who shot and
killed Dr. Temple in Brunswick county,
arrived here from Lawrencaville this
morning, He |s the gucst of his brother-
in=law, Mpr, J. R. IRiddlek,

Thera is still & atrong fealing agalnst
Rey. Mr., Riddick among the peopla re-
slding In the neighborhnod, where Dr.
Temple formerly resided.

A LEGACY.

Mra. Annle Pordue, of No. 15?1 Ever-
ett street, this city, has recently been
Informed of the denth of a relative of
her father's who left an estate valued
at $100,000, to be divided equally be-
tween her and hor brother and sister.

Presldential Nominations.

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pllot)

Washington, D. C., May 4.—The Pres-
ident to-day sent the following nomlna-
tions Lo the Senate:

Snnford B. Dole, of Hawall, to ba
governor of Hawall:Heary B. Corsey,
of Hawall, to he secretary of Hawail,

E. C. Bellows, of Washingten, to ba
consul-general at Yokohama, Japan:
Licutenant-Commander  Samual (o4
Lemly, U. 8. N, of North Carclina, to
be judge advocate-general of the navy,
with rank of ca®taln, for the term of
four years from the 4th of Juna, 1900,

Mr. Diole was the President of the lnte
Huwallan Reaublic.
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